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Dear colleagues worldwide, 

 

It is with pleasure that Shiby and I introduce this latest edition of Plexus, the newsletter of the IFAA. In this issue we 

are delighted to introduce two of the three new societies that have recently joined the Federation as provisional 

members. These are the Society of Clinical Anatomy of Rwanda and the Melchiorre Gioia Scientific Society. Please join 

me in welcoming them. I sincerely hope you will reach out to them in a spirit of collaboration. This issue also has an 

invaluable summary of the activities of the Federative International Committee for Scientific Publications (FICSP). The 

Committeeõs Chair, Prof Sengul, has also provided links to each of the journals that are represented in FICSP. I am 

certain you will find these useful.  

 

In this issue we sadly mourn the loss, while also celebrating the achievements of three giants of our discipline, 

Professors Esperanza Pin, Wikramanayake and Dgebuadzes, all of whom have contributed significantly to teaching, 

research and publications in anatomy.  

 

It has been just over one year since the COVID 19 pandemic drastically affected our ability to  teach anatomy face-to-

face. Inevitably we also now conduct all conferences and research meetings online. As the world moves towards 

vaccination, we can only hope that in the coming months we shall be able to resume direct contact. Notwithstanding 

these limits, a number of member societies have moved ahead with plans for online conferences. In this regard, please 

send us short summaries of any conferences you have organized so we can showcase your efforts in Plexus.  

 

Thank you to all those who have contributed articles to this issue: it is great to hear from you! We look forward to 

hearing more about member societies, learning about individual anatomists as well as advances in the discipline. Please 

keep your contributions coming. 

 

 

With best wishes 

 

 

Isabel and Shiby 

EDITORIAL  



 

 

 

 

Dear anatomists, 

 
I hope that you are all doing well and have started 2021 in fine form. Although the pandemic is still with us and is still 

creating havoc to lives and livelihoods, I hope that you have been able to start the year refreshed! 

 
I believe that communication is important always and more so in troubled times. Communication enables communities 

to spread the word, whether good or bad. Our anatomical community has continued in many different ways to ensure 

that the discipline of anatomy remains viable and engaged. Thus, the newsletter of the IFAA, Plexus, endeavours to 

bring you news and views which have occurred over the last six months.  

 

As feedback from the IFAA Executive Committee, we would like to communicate the following to you:  

¶ Two new committee members have been appointed to the Federative International Programme on Anatomical 

Research (FIPAR ). I would like to welcome Professor Valerie DeLeon  who will represent the sub-discipline of 

Physical/Biological Anthropology and Forensic Anatomy and Professor Peter Abrahams who will act as 

representative of the History of Anatomy, including Art and Illustrations, and Medical Humanities. These two 

senior anatomists add to the extensive expertise on FIPAR which resides under the chairmanship of Professor Han

-Sung Jung (for the full FIPAR Committee see www.ifaa.net) 

¶ Three associations applied for and were accepted by the General Assembly of the IFAA as new provisional 

members.  I thus want to warmly welcome the Scientific Society Melchiorre Gioia ( from Italy), a scientific and 

cultural Society with multidisciplinary characteristics, who were accepted in the IFAAõs new category of Associate 

Membership. Both the Hellenic Anatomical Society (Greece) and the Society of Clinical Anatomy of 

Rwanda applied for full membership of the IFAA. We look forward to the participation of our new member 

societies in all future IFAA events! 

¶ The IFAA has updated its power-point presentation which explains its mission and structure, and provides 

information on the Chairs and aims of its programmes and committees. The presentation is available on the IFAA 

Website (www.ifaa.net; click on òaboutó at the bottom of the landing page) in both English and Spanish.  Societies 

are welcome to use these presentations for their membership. 

¶ The IFAA Constitution and Conventions have been recently updated.  Please consult these documents on the 

IFAA Website (www.ifaa.net; Constitution). 

 
I appeal to all anatomists to submit articles, viewpoints, drawings or any matters of anatomical interest to the Editor of 

the IFAAõs Newsletter, Professor Isabel Stabile.  We always love to hear from you. 

 

 

Please stay safe and well, and continue to fly the flag of anatomy high! 

 

With warm wishes,  

 

Bev Kramer  

President: International Federation of Associations of Anatomists (IFAA) 

 

 

A NOTE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 
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Federative International Committee for Scientific Publications  (FICSP) of International Federation of 

Associations of Anatomists  

by Gulgun Sengul - FICSP Chair 

 

The mission of the Federative International Committee for Scientific Publications (FICSP) is to promote the quality of 

content of publications in the field of anatomy worldwide. Publishing activities in the anatomical sciences will be 

strengthened by encouraging communication, collaboration, and sharing of resources among the journals, through a 

forum for Editors of the official journals of the Associations to communicate and exchange information of mutual 

interest and concern. 

 

Currently, there are 19 anatomy journals represented in FICSP. These journals and links to recent issues are listed here: 

 

¶ The Anatomical Record, official journal of the American Association for Anatomy https://

anatomypubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/19328494/2021/304/1   

¶ Argentine Journal of Clinical Anatomy, official journal of the Argentine Association of Clinical Anatomy https://

revistas.unc.edu.ar/index.php/anatclinar/issue/view/2173 

¶ Surgical and Radiologic Anatomy  https://www.springer.com/journal/276 

¶ Russian Journal of Operative Surgery and Clinical Anatomy, official journal of the Russian Scientific Medical Society 

of Anatomists, Histologists and Embryologists https://www.mediasphera.ru/journal/operativnaya-khirurgiya-i-

klinicheskaya-anatomiya?clear_cache=Y 

¶ Journal of Morphological Sciences, official journal of the Brazilian Society of Anatomy and the Panamerican 

Association of Anatomists https://www.thieme-connect.com/products/ejournals/issue/10.1055/s-009-44904 

¶ Journal of Anatomy, official journal of the Anatomical Society https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14697580/2021/238/1 

¶ Anatomy Journal of Africa, official journal of the Association of Anatomical Societies of Africa 

https://www.ajol.info/index.php/aja 

¶ Anatomical Science International, official journal of the Japanese Association of Anatomists      

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/1447073x 

¶ Journal of Anatomical Sciences, official journal of the Anatomical Society of Nigeria   https://www.asiupjas.com/june-

2020 

¶ Annals of Anatomy, official journal of the Anatomische Gesellschaft  https://www.journals.elsevier.com/annals-of-

anatomy/recent-articles 

¶ Anatomical Sciences Education, official journal of the American Association for Anatomy 

https://anatomypubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/19359780 

¶ National Journal of Clinical Anatomy, official journal of the Society of Clinical Anatomists in India 

http://www.njca.info 

¶ Italian Journal of Anatomy and Embryology, official journal of the Italian Society of Anatomy and Embryology 

https://oajournals.fupress.net/index.php/ijae/issue/view/494 

¶ European Journal of Anatomy, official journal of the Spanish Society of Anatomy http://www.eurjanat.com/web/ 

¶ Journal of the Anatomical Society of India, official journal of the Anatomical Society of India 

https://www.jasi.org.in/currentissue.asp?sabs=n  

¶ Developmental Dynamics, official journal of the American Association for Anatomy 

https://anatomypubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10970177 

¶ Clinical Anatomy, official journal of the American Association of Clinical Anatomists and the British Association of 

Clinical Anatomists https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10982353 

¶ Translational Research in Anatomy https://www.journals.elsevier.com/translational-research-in-anatomy/recent-articles 

¶ The Journal of Anatomy Best Paper Prize 2019: https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/14697580 

 

Articles related to acknowledging the use of cadaver donors in anatomical research studies 

 

Acknowledging cadaver donors in anatomical studies is important as a way of gratitude, to express thankfulness and 

appreciation of donor cadavers, and to improve the overall ethical standards of published anatomical research. 

 

We wish to highlight the most recent manuscript dedicated to this topic prepared by a group of international editors of 

journals publishing in the anatomical sciences, all of whom are also members of FICSP: 
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This publication proposes the use of the following standardized acknowledgement::  

 

''The authors sincerely thank those who donated their bodies to science so that anatomical research could be 

performed. Results from such research can potentially increase mankind's overall knowledge that can then improve 

patient care. Therefore, these donors and their families deserve our highest gratitude.'' 

 

Here, the FICSP provides links to more articles related to ethical issues in the use of cadavers in anatomy publications: 

 

¶ Gürses ĶA, CoŨkun O, G¿rtekin B, Kale A. The amount of information provided in articles published in clinical anatomy 

and surgical and radiologic anatomy regarding human cadaveric materials and trends in acknowledging donors/cadavers. 

Surg Radiol Anat. 2016 Dec; 38(10):1225-1231.  

¶ Benninger B. Formally acknowledging donor-cadaver-patients in the basic and clinical science research arena. Clin Anat. 

2013 Oct;26(7):810-3.  

¶ Delmas V. [Donation of bodies to science]. Bull Acad Natl Med. 2001;185(5):849-56. 

¶ Cornwall J, Callahan D, Wee R Clin Anat. Ethical issues surrounding the use of images from donated cadavers in the 

anatomical sciences. 2016 Jan;29(1):30-6.  

¶ Hasselblatt F, Messerer DAC, Keis O, Böckers TM, Böckers A. Anonymous body or first patient? A status report and 

needs assessment regarding the personalization of donors in dissection courses in German, Austrian, and Swiss Medical 

Schools. Anat Sci Educ. 2018 May 6;11(3):282-293.  

¶ Winkelmann A, Heinze AK, Hendrix S. Acknowledging tissue donation: Human cadaveric specimens in musculoskeletal 

research. Clin Anat. 2016 Jan;29(1):65-9. 
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We are writing in response to a recently published opinion piece by Dr David Kachlik - òChanges of anatomical 

nomenclature must be deliberate: The female external genitaliaó in Clinical Anatomy (volume 34, pages 320-323). The 

journal no longer publishes ôLetters to the Editorõ and, given the authorõs criticisms of the IFAA, our purpose is to 

provide here an update and to deal with some misconceptions.  

 

Dr Kachlik mentioned that TA2 had yet to be approved. At the time of writing his article, but not at the time of 

publication, the IFAAõs terminology for Gross Anatomy (Terminologia Anatomica 2) had been approved by the IFAAõs 

member associations at a referendum but, before being fully accepted, a further referendum was required concerning 

the primary use of Regular Anatomical terms (RAT), previous Latin terms being first synonyms. This matter has been 

resolved and readers of the Kachlik article should be aware that TA2 is now the official IFAA terminology and that 

within TA2 terms related to pudere have been changed and now accepted. 

 

Dr Kachlikõs article incorrectly implied that the sole reason for changing pudere-related terms was ôsexismõ. This is only 

part of the reason. Pudere-related terms (derived from the Latin ôto be ashamedõ) was considered by the IFAA to be 

also unscientific and not descriptive (being a term related to a ômoralõ issue) and to be biologically inappropriate for a 

region where essential functions are performed, without which the individual would not be viable, which is necessary 

for the continuance of the species, and which is important for a personõs wellbeing. In this regard, it is noteworthy that 

veterinary terminologies have changed to reflect these issues. I am sure that others in the IFAA will wish to comment 

more fully on this once the IFAAõs moratorium on discussion of pudere-related is properly ended later in 2021. 

 

Readers were not made aware in the Kachlik article of the governance issues underpinning the IFAAõs acceptance of 

terminologies, nor of the processes that took place to require changes to pudere-related terms. The terminologies 

belong to member associations of the IFAA. The Federationõs programme is overseen by its Federative International 

Programme for Anatomical Terminologies (FIPAT) who submit reports to the IFAAõs Executive Committee who, in 

turn, put out for consultation, and approval, its recommendations to the member associations (the General Assembly) 

by means of an occasional face-to-face assembly or by referendum. In the case of pudere-related terms, the issue of 

their being inappropriate was first agreed by FIPATõs own Management Group at its meeting in Gºttingen, was 

reported upon by the Federative International Committee for Equality and Diversity in Anatomy, and was agreed to by 

the IFAAõs Executive Committee. The requirement for change was understood by FIPAT and by its subgroup dealing 

with the Terminologia Anatomica. Indeed, following this subgroupõs deliberations, and decisions taken by FIPATõs leading 

officials, the only terms relating to pudere that remain are those for blood vessels and nerves in the perineum. The 

changes were subsequently approved by the IFAAõs General Assembly by referendum and therefore the term 

pudendum (plural pudenda) is no longer official terminology. (It should not go unnoticed that even Dr Kachlik has used 

the term genitalia and not pudenda in the title of his article). Dr Kachlikõs attempt to reverse this decision is at best ill-

informed or at worst prejudicial and undemocratic. In his defence, however, he probably was not aware at the time of 

writing of the processes that had been undertaken. 

 

Dr Kachlikõs article states that òImpetuous and unsystematic changes and interventionsó should not be undertaken. The 

IFAA agrees but it is somewhat disingenuous to believe that the changes were impetuous or unsystematic! Certainly, if 

radically made-up terms had been invented there might be some justification in the accusation. However, even putting 

aside what has already been said about the extensive and democratic processes underpinning decisions, changing 

pudere-related terms to those related to genitalia or vulva (see Figure 1) is hardly radical, such terms being readily 

understood and employed in medical and scientific circles for centuries. 

 

Figure 1 Extract from TA2 relating to external female genitalia. The first column after the numeric identifier is the RA 

Latin term, the second column is the Latin synonym, English terms follow in the next three columns with other terms 

that are not official in the last column. 

 

 

The comment made by Dr Kachlik about acceptability of terms by clinicians is appreciated and has been understood by 
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the IFAA and by FIPAT for some time. That said, terms used by clinicians often can be idiosyncratic. Indeed, we would 

venture to say that older clinicians will tenaciously hold onto their terms regardless of what anatomists or nomenclature 

authorities have to say. We must nevertheless be more optimistic since, new generations of clinicians will, if appropriately 

educated, gradually accept reasonable arguments about changes to anatomical/medical terms. To think otherwise is frankly 

to question why bother at all with discussing and reviewing terminologies! It should also be acknowledged that publishers of 

anatomical textbooks and journal editors require FIPAT terminologies to be employed 

 

Finally, in Dr Kachlikõs last paragraph he turns away from science to make a provocative political point about òchanges and 

interventions could reduce the credit of the nomenclature and also of FIPAT and IFAA among anatomists, and the credit of 

anatomists among clinicians.ó We are sure he is not unaware that there are already issues concerning the esteem of 

anatomy and anatomists amongst many who erroneously consider our discipline intrinsically traditional, old-fashioned, 

unadventurous and fuddy-duddy, and who also claim, again erroneously, that there is nothing more to be discovered in 

anatomy. Maybe those who do not want to come into modern times in order to make simple changes to inappropriate 

terms are indignant, but the IFAA does not want our esteem to be further eroded by failure to update in clearly minor, but 

important, ways, antediluvian terms in order to ensure that our terminologies reflect contemporary concerns and issues 

(moral, scientific and biological). 

 

 

Beverley Kramer   Bernard Moxham 

President IFAA    Immediate Past President IFAA 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Anatomical Society of Southern Africa (ASSA)  

ASSA is composed of members from a number of health sciences institutions in southern Africa. In this issue we highlight 

news from two of these institutions:  

 

Stellenbosch University Anatomy Society (SUAS), South Africa  

The Stellenbosch University Anatomy Society (SUAS) was formed in 2018 by a group of individuals, who while passionate 

about anatomy, also wished to showcase its magnificence within the clinical context. Its establishment marked the first 

society of its kind in South Africa! 

 

SUAS aims to highlight advances in the field of anatomy and anatomical research, as well as to share its numerous clinical 

and educational applications. By highlighting pathological anatomy, this Society is deep-rooted in creating awareness 

around clinical issues.  In addition to participating in charitable events, SUAS has collaborated in breast cancer and 

testicular cancer awareness campaigns through social media, interviewing clinicians and survivors. SUAS is also involved in 

educational community projects, with the help of its generous members and active Executive Committee.  

 

March is international TB awareness month and since anatomy forms an integral part of the clinical diagnosis and 

treatment of this disease, SUAS is excited to help create awareness around TB. Guest speaker, Dr. Zolelwa Sifumba, a 

medical doctor and occupational multidrug-resistant TB (MDR-TB) survivor, will provide the perspective of a doctor and 

fellow scientist dealing with TB.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Technology at Stellenbosch University  

The Division of Clinical Anatomy has added a 3D scanner and 3D printer to their equipment. Together with 

interdisciplinary collaborators (such as the Departments of Art, Biomedical Engineering, Radiodiagnosis and Orthopaedic 

Surgery), they aim to produce cost-effective physical representations of digitised anatomical structures. The light-weight 

handheld 3D scanner allows digitizing of anatomical teaching-aid specimens, that will provide content for the Medical 

Morphology Learning Centre (MMLC).  

 

There is also the potential for forensic applications for the Biological Anthropology Research Unit. This will allow for the 

digitising of specimens or excavations as a complimentary documentation to normal photographs.  Forensic 

anthropologists often encounter very small, fragile bone fragments, such as from a burnt individual or a skull with severe 

trauma. Analysing such fragments without damaging them may be difficult. Long-term research could also assist in 

improving facial reconstruction. Three-dimensional scanning of a cadaverõs face prior to dissection, and subsequent 

scanning of the cadaverõs skull after maceration can be utilised to obtain soft-tissue images of the face.  

NEWS FROM ANATOMICAL SOCIETIES  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Rudolph Venter and Mr. Jeffrey Pieterse putting the Artec 3D Scanner to use. 

 

Nelson Mandela University, South Africa  

 
Initiation of a Department of Human Biology  

The newly formed Medical School at Nelson Mandela University is South Africaõs 10th Medical School, and only the 

second in the Eastern Cape Province. At the helm of the Anatomy team, which forms part of the integrated Department 

of Human Biology in the Medical Programme, is Dr. Zithulele Tshabalala, Senior Lecturer in Human Anatomy.  

 

Anatomy will be taught to first and second year MBChB students at Nelson Mandela University. Students will gain 

exposure to histology, embryology and gross anatomy in an integrated basic medical science module in their first year. 

Thereafter, anatomy will be taught via a systems-based approach in their second year. The Medical School at Nelson 

Mandela University will utilise blended learning, such that anatomy will be disseminated via didactic lectures as well as the 

use of e-learning resources. Mandela University is one of the first institutions in South Africa to use the Anatomage Table. 

This resource will enable academics to gradually acclimatize students to cadaver-based learning and will supplement their 

dissections. 

 

Situated on Missionvale Campus, the Anatomy team is cognisant of the fact that there may be misconceptions surrounding 

the activities of the dissecting hall amongst the local public. Thus, in an effort of community outreach and engagement, the 

Anatomy team headed by Dr. Tshabalala has sought to host a number of Imbizo (to call or summon a meeting, especially a 

gathering of the Zulu people called by the king or a traditional leader) with the local leadership and community. 

Unfortunately, due to the restrictions imposed as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic these meetings have been 

postponed. However, the Anatomy team is enthusiastic to continue such discussions as soon as the current climate 

permits. 



American Association for Anatomy (AAA)  

 

Developed by University of Nebraska Medical Center researchers Matt Vilburn & Samantha Simet, the Virtual Dissection 

Database (VDD) launched as a worldwide digital resource on February 6. The VDD is a library of digitized content to 

assist in teaching the anatomical sciences ð dissection videos and cadaveric images, as well as surface anatomy and clinical 

resources. The VDD is a free resource, available to faculty, educators, and researchers worldwide. Already, users from 

Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, England, India, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Macau, Mexico, Northern Ireland, Norway, 

Oman, Peru, the Philippines, Portugal, Puerto Rico, Romania, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Spain, St. Kitts, Turkey, the 

United States, and Uruguay have registered! Request access at www.virtualdissectiondatabase.com.  

 

 

AAAõs Board of Directors recently adopted a new strategic plan, recommitting the organization to global cooperation and 

diversity, equity, and inclusion. See the new plan at www.anatomy.org/StrategicPlan. 

 

The AAA Annual Meeting at Experimental Biology 2021 will be held April 27ð30. As a virtual experience discounted by up 

to 40% over regular rates, anatomists around the world are invited to attend. Program and registration are available at 

www.anatomy.org/EB2021. 

Beginning in 2023, AAA will hold an independent annual meeting. As AAA Board President D. Rick Sumner said in a 

December 2 news release, òEstablishing our own meeting enables us to build it around our members, those who consider 

themselves anatomists as well as all those in anatomy-related fields whom weõve welcomed into the organization in recent 

years and especially since our renaming. Anatomy really is a ôbig tent,õ foundational, and exciting discipline. Our new annual 

meeting will reflect that.ó The announcement is available at www.anatomy.org/newsroom and more information will be 

forthcoming as the standalone meeting takes shape. 2022 will mark the final meeting of Experimental Biology in 

Philadelphia. 
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In February, AAA and Developmental Dynamics launched a new webinar series, Inspiring Scientific Curiosity & 

Discovery . The monthly webinar series brings anatomy research from the journal pages to an interactive webinar format, 

where attendees can learn more about what's behind the research. Get into the science and get inspired! Recorded 

webinars are available to members only, including the first installment, The Difficulty in Reconciling Dogma with Data with 

Ralph Marcucio of the University of California, San Francisco. Get access and explore the schedule at www.anatomy.org/

webinars.  

 

 
 

AAAõs THRIVE series includes two on-demand webinars created to address mental health and wellness during the ongoing 

pandemic. Recorded webinars are available to members only, and many other resources are publicly available. Get tips, 

tools, and more at www.anatomy.org/thrive. 

http://www.anatomy.org/webinars
http://www.anatomy.org/webinars
http://www.anatomy.org/thrive


Obituary Professor Esperanza Pin  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The International Federation of Associations of Anatomists (IFAA) and the Portuguese Anatomical Society (AAP/SAP) 

mourn the demise of Emeritus Professor José António Esperança Pina , who died on 21 October of 2020. 

Professor Esperança Pina was Professor and Chairman of Anatomy and of Deontology, Bioethics and Medical Law at the 

NOVA Medical School / Faculdade de Ciências Médicas, NOVA University of Lisbon, as well as Professor and Chairman of 

Forensic Medicine and Medical Law at the Law School of the Portuguese Catholic University in Lisbon. Among other 

positions he held, he was President of the Installer Commission of the Faculty of Medical Sciences / NOVA Medical School 

of the NOVA University of Lisbon (1977-1980); President of the National Council of Teaching and Medical Education of 

the Order of Physicians (1978-1980); President of the Scientific Council of Health Sciences of INIC (1979-1991); Member 

of the National Council of Higher Education (1979-1982); Vice-Rector of the NOVA University of Lisbon (1980-1982); 

Rector of the NOVA University of Lisbon (1982-1991); Representative of Portugal at the European Medical Research 

Council of the European Science Foundation (1982-1991); President of the Council of Rectors of Portuguese Universities 

(1987-1989); President of the Council for Social Action on Higher Education (1989-1991); Member of the Standing 

Committee of the Superior Council of Science and Technology (1987-1989); Member of the National Council of 

Education (1988-1991); Representative of Portugal in the steering group of the OECD IMHE programme (1980-1998); 

President of the International Federation of Associations of Anatomists (IFAA) (1994-1999); President of the Scientific 

Council of the Faculty of Medical Sciences of the NOVA University of Lisbon (1994-2002); Member of the National 

Council of Deontology and Ethics of the Order of Physicians and Rapporteur of the Code of Ethics (2005-2008); Dean 

Professor, NOVA Medical School / Faculdade de Ciências Médicas, NOVA University of Lisbon (1977-2008); Dean 

Professor of the NOVA University of Lisbon (2003-2008); Emeritus professor, NOVA Medical School / Faculdade de 

Ciências Médicas, NOVA University of Lisbon (14.06.2008). Professor José António Esperança Pina was Honorary 

Secretary General of the International Committee of Symposia on Morphological Sciences (ICSMS). From March 2015 and 

until his death he was a member of the Fifth Mandate of the National Council of Ethics for Life Sciences, by designation of 

the Lisbon Academy of Sciences. 

 

Professor José António Esperança Pina had held and collaborated in 623 lectures, plenary lectures, round tables, symposia 

and oral presentations, published 154 scientific, pedagogical and artistic anatomy papers, and 20 scientific and didactic 

books, with several editions. He was an Effective Member of the Lisbon Academy of Sciences (Chair C29); Full Academic 

of the National Academy of Medicine of Portugal and the Portuguese Academy of Dental Medicine.  

 

He was graced with the Legion of Honor of France in 1984, the Order of Public Instruction of Portugal (Grand Officer) in 

1985, the Military Order of Santiago de Espada of Portugal (Grand Officer) in 1988 and the Order of Public Instruction of 

Portugal (Grâ-Cruz) in 2017. 

 

The International Federation of Associations of Anatomists and the Portuguese Anatomical Society will honor Professor 

Esperana Pinaõs memory.  

 

He will be sorely missed.  

TRIBUTES AND OBITUARY 



Appreciation of Professor Emeritus Eugene Wikramanayake  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professor Emeritus Eugene Wikramanayake (1933-2020) was among the few early female medical students in Sri Lanka 

qualifying with a M.B.B.S. (Ceylon) in 1958. She joined the Department of Anatomy, Faculty of Medicine at the University 

of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka in 1962 as a lecturer in Anatomy and served the department for 38 years. She was the first 

medical doctor to be formally trained in genetics in Sri Lanka and obtained her Ph.D. in Human Genetics in 1968 from the 

Institute of Genetics, University of Glasgow, UK. She was a pioneer in the field of education and research in Human 

Cytogenetics and Population Genetics in Sri Lanka.  She was a respected member of the Anatomical Society of Sri Lanka 

and many of the current anatomists here owe their basic training in anatomy to her. 

 

The President, the Council and the members of the Anatomical Society of Sri Lanka take this opportunity to announce her 

demise on the 10th of December 2020 and to appreciate her service to the field of anatomy and genetics in Sri Lanka. 

TRIBUTES AND OBITUARY 

Prof Eugene Wickramanayake at 

the IVth International Congress in 

Human Genetics, Paris 1971. 

Emeritus Prof Eugene 

Wickramanayake in 2016. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professor Maia A. Dgebuadze, Ph.D., Sc.D.,; Professor of the Department of Normal Human Anatomy, Tbilisi State 

Medical University (2006 to 2020). 

 

Professor Dgebuadze was a full member of the International Academy of Integrative Anthropology, Honour scientist of 

Rome, a member of the Coordinating Council of the International Association of Morphologists, a member of the Council 

of the Georgian Association of Anatomists, Histologists and Embryologists (Morphologists), a member of the Editorial 

Council of the Journal "Morphology" (Morfologiia - Archives of Anatomy, Histology and Embryology, founded in 1916), a 

member of the Editorial Council of the Journal "Biomedical and Biosocial Anthropology" and author of more than 177 

published scientific works. She also created educational films on various anatomical preparations including that of nerves, 

vessels and muscles. 

 

Professor Dgebuadze was the author of the atlas of human anatomy òGallery of Natural Anatomical Preparationsó (in 

Georgian, Russian and English). The Atlas was presented at the XXVI (Sochi, October 08-11, 2015) and XXVIII (Moscow, 

February 25-27, 2016) international exhibition of educational and methodological publications, the 36th International Paris 

Book Fair (March 17-20, 2016, France), the " Moscow International Education Fair 2016" (April 13-16, 2016), the 29th 

Moscow International Book Fair (September 7-11, 2016), the 68th Frankfurt Book Fair (19-23 October 2016, Germany), 

and at the London Book Fair (14-16 March 2017, UK). At some of these exhibitions, the Atlas was awarded diplomas and 

commemorative medals as the best educational and methodological publication in the industry. 

  

In 2009, Professor Dgebuadze was included in the "Who's Who in the World" edition of the American biographical 

"Who's Whoõõ. In 2012 her biography was published in the "Encyclopedia of Georgia". Subsequently, in 2015, her 

biography was included in the project http://www.famous-scientists.ru/. The following year, her biography was published in 

the encyclopedia "Famous Scientists of Russia".  She was appointed an honorary scientist of the cities of Rome (European 

Academy Rome) and Hanover in 2013.  

  

Professor Dgebuadze received numerous awards including the M.G. Prives medal (1999), the P.F.Lesgaft medal for 

Sciences (2004), the Robert Koch Medal by the European Academy of Natural Sciences (2013), the V.I. Vernadsky medal 

by the Russian Academy of Natural Sciences (2015) and the Bertha von Sutner Medal by the European Academy of 

Natural Sciences (2017). In 2015 she was awarded the title of Honored Worker of Science and Education (Russian 

Academy of Natural Sciences). In 2016, she was awarded the Orders of the Russian Academy of Natural Sciences: 1. 

"Labore et Scientia - through work and knowledge", 2. "Primus inter Pares - the first among equals", 3. "Catherine the 

Great - for serving science and education." 

 

Professor Maia Dgebuadze died at the age of 66 as a result of a long illness and is buried in Tbilisi, Georgia. The anatomical 

community of Georgia mourns her passing.  

TRIBUTES AND OBITUARY 

http://www.famous-scientists.ru/
http://www.famous-scientists.ru/


Developing Anatomy, a Priority for Rwanda: Commitment of the Society of Clinical Anatomy of Rwanda 

(S-CAR)  

 

The training of medical doctors is a pillar of the development of Rwandaõs health sector. Anatomy constitutes a key 

component of the medical curricula at each of the two universities in Rwanda that offer a medical education program. 

Until the University of Global Health Equity started its medical program in 2019, the University of Rwanda, a public 

university founded in 1964, was the sole university offering medical education in Rwanda. The Adventist University of 

Central Africa is yet another university ready to start its medical education program, just as soon as the Covid-19 

pandemic allows. 

 

These emerging Medical Schools come with new resources and experts creating favorable conditions for the development 

of anatomy sciences education in Rwanda. It is from that background that the Society of Clinical Anatomy of Rwanda (S-

CAR) was created in July 2020. 

 

Surgical Anatomy Dissection Courses (SurAnat) are the flag bearer of our Society. To date, seven courses have been 

conducted benefiting 60 surgery and gynaecology residents.  

 

As a ònewbornó society, we would be delighted to partner with other member societies of the IFAA to help in training, 

curriculum design, implementation as well as mentorship of our junior anatomists.  

 

We are thankful for the support extended to the Society of Clinical Anatomists by the IFAA.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ WǳƭƛŜƴ YΦ DŀǎƘŜƎǳ 
!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ƻŦ /ƭƛƴƛŎŀƭ !ƴŀǘƻƳȅ  
¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ wǿŀƴŘŀΣ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ aŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ tƘŀǊƳŀŎȅ 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ /ƭƛƴƛŎŀƭ !ƴŀǘƻƳȅ ƻŦ wǿŀƴŘŀ 
άL ƘŀǾŜ нс ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŀǘƻƳȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŀǘƻƳȅ ƛƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ wǿŀƴŘŀΦέ 
 

 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW IFAA MEMBER SOCIETIES 
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