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Dear Colleagues
Welcome to this extra edition of Plexus. The IFAA Executive Committee met at the
end of September 2016 and we wanted to share with you some of the deliberations.
In particular the Executive discussed how there can be better engagement with its
members in order to grow the discipline of Anatomy internationally. A variety of
recommendations were made and these include: holding 2 IFAA Congresses in a
five-year period, providing clarity around the duties of member Associations and
also nominating one of the IFAA Vice Presidents to have specific responsibilities for
communications with member Associations. Referendum documents have recently
been sent to all member Associations addressing these recommendations and we
have included these papers in this edition of Plexus for your information. To
maintain momentum and progress activity the IFAA Executive will from now on
meet twice a year.
The Executive also considered how best to facilitate communication with, and
between, its members. Currently the main channels of communication are the
website and the 2 editions of Plexus per year. It is sometimes a struggle to obtain
articles for Plexus and we wonder if it is providing the information members want,
and if it is in the best format. We would welcome your feedback and will be sending
out an electronic survey to member associations in the next few weeks. The survey
will also be available via the IFAA website but if you would prefer to send us your
thoughts by email, please do (helen.nicholson@otago.ac.nz).
In the last year the Executive Committee has received 3 new applications for
membership from the Taiwanese Association of Anatomists, Anatomical Society of
Ethiopia and the Colombian Association of Morphology. We welcome new members
so please help in bringing new societies into the IFAA, and if your society has been a
member in the past please consider rejoining.
The next IFAA Executive meeting is planned for January 2017 and we will update you
on progress in the February edition of Plexus.
Best wishes
Helen
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Feedback from the International Federation of
Associations of Anatomists (IFAA) Executive
meeting held in Göttingen, Germany in September
2016
At the recent meeting of the IFAA Executive held in Göttingen,
Germany in September, the Committee developed a number of
proposals to enhance the interaction of member Associations with
the IFAA and vice versa. As a great admirer of epitheliomesenchymal interactions and the reciprocal interactions that
take place between these tissues during development, I like to
think of the interactions between the member Associations and
the IFAA in the same way - as reciprocal interactions!
As it was felt that it is important that international anatomists belonging to the IFAA
gather more often for discussion and debate, the Executive Committee has agreed that
there shall be two Federative International Congresses during the 5-year term of office of
the Executive Committee.
In addition, in order to ask member Associations to engage more regularly with the IFAA,
the member Associations are being asked to:
1. Provide information concerning the Association’s President (or equivalent), Treasurer
(or equivalent), and delegates to the IFAA so that information residing with the IFAA
is up-to-date. It would be preferable if each Association could provide a generic email
address for the member Association, so that as the Executive Officers change over
time, it would still be possible for the IFAA to contact the Association.
2. Respond to official requests from the IFAA’s Federative International Programmes
and Committees – for example, in the review of the Terminologies or contributions
to core syllabi.
3. Have on the business agenda of the Association, ‘International Affairs’ that include
matters relating to the IFAA and send suggestions/requests from their Association
for the IFAA to debate/consider/distribute.
We thus hope that there will be a better flow of information, and growing of the discipline
of anatomy, through the reciprocal interactions between the member Associations and the
IFAA.
Please feel free to raise any suggestions for the IFAA either through your own Executive
Committee or directly with me.
With warm anatomical greeting,
Professor Bev Kramer
President: International Federation of Associations of Anatomists
Beverley.kramer@wits.ac.za
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Professor Friedrich Paulsen,
IFAA Secretary General
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Respectfully submitted by
Professor Wojceich Pawlina, M.D.
Chair of FIPAE

The IFAA, through its Federative International Programme for Anatomical Education
(FIPAE), is in the process for developing core syllabuses for teaching anatomy in
medicine and allied health programs. This project is being steered by Professor
Bernard Moxham, the Immediate Past President of the IFAA, and Associate
Professor Nalini Pather.
The process for the development of these syllabuses is outlined in the paper
published in Anatomical Sciences Education (Moxham et al., 2014, Anatomical
Sciences Education).
Below is a list of the core syllabuses that have already been published. We invite
you to review the proposed core syllabuses already published, and to provide us
with feedback for each of the syllabuses by completing this short Survey Form. If
you have any queries regarding this, please email Nalini Pather
(n.pather@unsw.edu.au).
PUBLISHED SYLLABUSES FOR COMMENT
Medicine:
1. Head and Neck: Tubbs et al., 2014, Clinical Anatomy
2. Neuroanatomy: Moxham et al., 2015, Clinical Anatomy
The IFAA would be glad to receive formal responses from member
associations/societies (perhaps through their educational committees), as well as
from individual anatomists, educationalists and clinicians
Bernard Moxham
Emeritus Professor of Anatomy, Cardiff University
Immediate Past President of the IFAA
Nalini Pather
Associate Professor, UNSW Australia
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john Fraher
Chair, FIPAT
12 August 2015
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Over the last year, Shane Tubbs, the chair of FICSP, has regularly sent out
COPE newsletters of interest to the Committee. The Committee has also
discussed standardizing various agreed upon components (e.g.,
acknowledgment of donors, provenance of cadavers, etc.) of anatomical
papers. Such standardization, once agreed on by FICSP and supported by the
IFAA could be an advance in the anatomical sciences. Additional similar concepts
that would be applied to our discipline are in the planning stages and will be
discussed by the Committee in the months to come.
Shane Tubbs
May 2016

Two editions of Plexus, the newsletter of the IFAA, are produced each year. Plexus
provides a vehicle to communicate the outcomes of the IFAA Executive meetings
and progress reports of the FIPs. It also includes various reports from member
societies and from recent conferences and details of upcoming meetings. The
newsletter is sent to all member societies, and any others that we have details for,
and is also posted on the IFAA website.
It would be useful to discuss how effective Plexus is as a communication channel. I
would suggest that there are 2 main areas for discussion. One relates to the content
of Plexus, are we providing the information that our member societies want?
Disseminating information about the IFAA would seem important but trying to get
other people to contribute other articles is very difficult. This could be because we
are not asking the right people to contribute, or the format and content is not what
people want? We currently do not republish information from individual member
societies in Plexus but we could (with appropriate permission) or provide links to
relevant websites.
The second question is whether sending a newsletter as a pdf twice a year is the
best way to communicate with members in this digital age. Our members are used
to getting information immediately not every 6 months. Should we be looking at a
different format e.g. social media, blog, or posting updates on the website and
sending an email to members to alert them to the new information.
The main issue is that we do not know what members think about Plexus, or
whether they even read the newsletter. We do know that a few people read it as we
have had emails correcting the contact information that we included in the last 2
editions! As a scientific discipline it would seem appropriate that we base our
decisions on evidence. I therefore recommend and seek the Executive’s approval to
undertake an electronic survey of the IFAA societies and their members to seek
information about what they think the content and format of the newsletter should
be. This information could then be presented at the next IFAA Executive meeting to
inform our decision making.
Helen Nicholson
September 2016
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In my capacity as President of the International Federation of Associations of
Anatomists (IFAA), I was recently invited to attend the annual Congress of the
Korean Association of Anatomists (KAA) which was held in the Seorak Mountains,
south of Seoul. I was delighted to meet a very large, energetic Anatomical
Association (around 1000 members including students) who are actively engaged in
anatomical research. Approximately 350 members attended the Congress. There
are 41 Medical Schools in Korea with dedicated anatomists which explains the large
number of members in the Society.
The Chairman of the Board, Professor Wang-Jae Lee and President, Professor
Sunhwa Park and the members of the KAA were most hospitable and caring.
Professor Chang-Seok Oh, Chair of the International Committee was a gracious host
and has continued to be a superb liaison person for the KAA. Below is a photo
showing some of the senior members at a spectacular dinner held in the King’s
House in Seoul.
I visited two excellent
research laboratories
while in Seoul. One of
the labs was that of
Professor Han-Sung
Jung of the College of
Dentistry,
Yonsei
University, the other
of Assistant Professor
Ho-Sung Jung of the
College of Medicine,
also
of
Yonsei
University.
Both the laboratories are exceptionally busy with dedicated
postgraduate students and postdoctoral fellows producing exciting research.
I was also shown the dissection laboratories at both the Dental and the Medical
Schools at Yonsei University. The Korean Institutions do not appear to have any
problems with the acquisition of bequeathed bodies and thus have a relatively
plentiful supply for their students (see Park et al. Anatomical Sciences Education 4:
33-38, 2011).
In general, south Korea is an amazing country with beautiful forested areas
interspersed between its big cities. Seoul is a mix of wonderful tradition and the
exhilirating future. The anatomists are highly dedicated to their discipline, have
active terminology, education and international committees which mirror that of
the IFAA, and contribute newsworthy items to Plexus.
In conclusion, I am delighted to note that the discipline of anatomy is alive and well
and growing in south Korea!
Professor Bev Kramer
President: International Federation of Associations of Anatomists
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The Turkish Society of Anatomy and Clinical Anatomy is celebrating its 25th
anniversary following its foundation in 1991. Although a fairly young society, TSACA
covers almost all anatomists in Turkey and is the only representing NGO. The
biennial meetings at its beginning turned to be annual meetings, and for the last five
years, a winter meeting has been added preferably held in ski resorts. This active
calendar supported by international meetings allows our young anatomists to be
more integrated with the global scientific community.
During our 17th National Congress in September, the
General Assembly passed a decision to change some
of our board members to revive the team. This
demonstrated its first result during our “Body
Donation Awareness Week”, which we have been
running for the last five years. Cadaver shortage is a
real problem for the medical and dental schools in
Turkey. Unclaimed bodies are mostly being used as
cadavers in Turkey where donation is very limited. To
overcome this, we are using banners promoting
donation like “Donate your body live for medicine”
or “live for science” and talking to newspapers and
TV stations, and this year we are extending this to its
highest level in the media, reaching some Turkish TV
stations in Germany and even local US newspapers.
Medical students are also very
interested in this topic and arranging
seminars and increasing the awareness.
Their eagerness to learn anatomy by
cadaver dissections and disseminating
the need to have cadavers for the
medical education might help us to gain
more positive attitude among lay
people.

Professor Erdoğan Şendemir
Uludağ Üniversitesi Tıp Fakültesi
Anatomi Anabilim Dalı Öğretim Üyesi
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28 November – 1 December 2016
64th National Congress of the Anatomical Society of India
Jodhpur, India
7-9 December 2016
ANZACA: Australian and New Zealand Association of Clinical Anatomists
Canberra, Australia
19-21 December 2016
Anatomical Society
King’s College London, UK

2-5 April 2017
Experimental Biology
San Diego, USA
17-21 July 2017
American Association of Clinical Anatomists
Minneapolis, USA
27-30 July 2017
25th International Symposia of Morphological Sciences
Xi’an, China
20-23 September
2nd International Congress of Clinical Anatomy
Argentina
December 2017
ANZACA: Australian and New Zealand Association of Clinical Anatomists
TBA

September 2019
XIX Congress of the IFAA

FICA 2021
Turkey
Please send in details of congresses related to the anatomical sciences for inclusion in
the calendar
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Plexus is intended for staff and student of all member Societies of the IFAA.
Should you receive a copy, please distribute as widely as possible in order to inform
all members of the evens and issues covered by the IFAA and its member Societies.
Contributions will be gratefully accepted. Please submit all information by email to
the Editors:

Editor: Professor Helen Nicholson
Professor of Anatomy
Otago School of Medical Sciences Te Kura Whaiora o Otago University of Otago
PO Box 913
Dunedin, New Zealand
Email: Helen.nicholson@otago.ac.nz

Co-Editor: A/Professor Nalini Pather
School of Medical Sciences,
Medicine, UNSW Australia
Sydney NSW 2052 Australia
Phone: +61-2 93858025
Email: N.Pather@unsw.edu.au
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